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FORMATION 


Not re—But—trans 


In the above heading we are not trying to 
be facetious; we are in deadly earnest. 


A genuine Christian experience means a 
transformed man, not a reformed man. True, 
reformation takes place but it is a reformation 
based on and following, a transforming experi- 
ence with the living Christ. 


We have called attention before to the fact 
that often time—from the pulpit and in the 
classroom—is spent in trying to make non- 
Christians act like Christians. That is not the 
object of the Gospel Message. 


The basic trouble in the Church of Jesus 
Christ is not the number of Church members; 
rather it is the quality of the membership. In 
medical terms - speaking in the spiritual realm - 
there is too much emphasis on Pediatrics and 
not enough on pre-natal and Obstetrical prob- 
lems. In the average church entirely too much 
time is spent on training “Christians” who are 
not Christians at all—they have never been 
reborn. 


This is brutally frank talk but we believe 
it is realistic and that it is needed. Man is 
not educated into the Church, nor is he con- 
verted by a program, and until we put first 
things first—winning people to a personal ex- 
perience, a transforming relationship with the 
living Christ, our education and our programs 
can well give lost sinners a sense of false security. 


We are not inveighing against Christian edu- 
cation. It is a vital part of the development of 
Christians into effective and full-orbed mem- 
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bers of the Church. Nor are we speaking against 
programs. They challenge the vision and en- 
list the activities of God’s children and enable 
them to share in truly advancing the work of 
God’s Kingdom. 


But, (and we are talking from a rather wide, 
and we believe, comprehensive experience with 
hundreds—even thousands—of Church mem- 
bers of all denominations) , somewhere along the 
line the Charch is only too often substituting 
reformation for redemption and a call to work 
for the programs of the Church before those 
called have been brought to a vital experience 
of personal salvation. 


This may sound “old fashioned,” but, it is 
Scriptural; a philosophy which goes to the very 
heart of the matter. The Gospel message is one 
of redemption. It is true that Christ is Lord 
of our lives, but, He can never be Lord of a 
life which He has not first redeemed. There 
are certain sequences in God’s economy which 
must be followed and the first thing a sinner 
needs is the forgiving, cleansing, redeeming and 
transforming power of the Christ of Calvary— 
a transaction, an experience, of being born 
again, from which he emerges a new creature 
in Christ. —Then, and only then, can he become 
a true witness for his Savior. 


“Therefore if any man be in Christ, let him 
be a new creature, old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new. . . . For 
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.” 


Reformation is a man-made religion, catering 
to the pride of man. Redemption and _trans- 
formation come from an humbling before God 
and His Christ, an humbling of the heart and 
mind, and is never achieved in any way other 
than by the supernatural power of the Living 
Christ, our Savior and our Lord. —L.N.B. 
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Your Child’s Need 


“The Minister may then propose the follow- 
ing, or like questions: 


(1) Do you acknowledge your child’s need 
of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the 
renewing grace of the Holy Spirit.” 


This is the first question provided for the 
baptism of the children of the covenant in our 
official DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP, BOOK OF CHURCH 
ORDER, par. 356. 


This carries on the clear teaching of the Pres- 
byterian Church of a century ago. The Con- 
fessions of Faith of 1840, p. 499 and 1846, p. 435 


direct that, ““The minister is to show,” among 


other things, “that children are federally holy 
and therefore, ought to be baptized; that we 
are by nature sinful, guilty, and polluted, and 
have need of cleansing by the blood of Christ, 
and by the sanctifying influences of the Spirit 
of God.” 


It as well carries on the doctrine of the an- 
cient Church, which is summed up by War- 
field, thus: “The first step in the development 
of the doctrine of infant salvation was taken 
when the Church laid the foundation which 
from the beginning has stood firm, Infants are 
members of a lost race, and only those savingly 
united to Christ are saved.” 


Not less does it maintain the teachings of 
the Word of God through the Apostle Paul: 
“As in Adam all die...” “By the offence 
of one judgment came upon all men unto con- 
demnation.” “For the judgment was by one 
unto condemnation.” ‘So by the obedience 
of one - even Jesus Christ - shall many be made 
righteous.” 


With this also concurs the teaching of Calvin 
and of our Catechisms as to Repentance. Calvin 
defines repentance as conversion of life unto 
God. The catechisms say that God requires of 
us faith in Jesus Christ and repentance unto 
life in order to be saved. Then repentance is 
defined as the sinner turning from sins unto 
God and apprehending the mercy of God in 
Christ, under the grace of the Word and Spirit. 
That is, every member of the human race needs 
the cleansing blood of Christ and the renewing 
of the Holy Spirit. The adult believer begins 
with such a confession; and our Directory of 
Worship prescribes such a beginning for par- 
ents as they present their children to God. In 


the Institutes IV. xvi. 20 Calvin teaches that 
the seeds of this future faith and repentance 
or conversion are planted in the infant at bap- 
tism, but that they come to fruition later under 
the teaching and the preaching of the Law and 
the Gospel. 


Now there are many good things in The 
Book of Common Worship, which we have 
taken over in toto from the U.S.A. Church. Yet 
if we use this without any collation with 
our own Directory of Worship we have simply 
surrendered instead of sharing our heritage. In 
it there is no equivalent to the first question 
in our Book or to the instruction given by 
the Minister in the book of the Old School 
Church of a century ago. Of course, there 
is nothing positively objectionable in the lan- 
guage of the Book of Common Worship. We 
are not objecting to what it says, but to what 
it leaves unsaid. Presumably the clear language 
of a century ago was blurred at the time of 
the New School Merger of 1870. We are sug- 
gesting that our first question for the baptism 
of infants be kept in our baptisms, however 
much of the rest of the service be taken over 
from the U.S.A. Book of Common Worship. 


By the way, while borrowing, the Scottish 
Church has also a good element to incorporate 
into these services. They have the congrega- 
tion stand and unite in the Apostles’ Creed 
before the administration of the water of bap- 
tism. That gives the congregation a part in 
the service and strengthens the fact that the 


infant is baptized in an atmosphere of faith. 
—W. C. R. 


The Christian and Debt— 
A Moral Principle 


Is there a moral principle involved in wilful 
spending and in contracting debts where there 
is no reasonable hope of paying off? We believe 
the answer is an unequivocal, “Yes.” 


The second question is - can a government 
find justification for a fiscal policy which 
would be morally wrong for the individual? 
We believe that this must be answered in the 
negative. Also, it is morally wrong for an in- 
dividual to use bribery - to try to buy votes 
for any purpose. It is equally wrong for 
politicians to try to buy votes by making finan- 
cial concessions to individuals or groups of in- 
dividuals. 


terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Press, Asheville, N. C. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation of 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 


Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Vol. XIII, No. 46, March 16, 1955. Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore 


Appress CHANGE: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 
three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 


MARCH 16, 1955 


PAGE 3 


1 


During recent weeks there has been a hot 
debate in Washington over extending to tax- 
payers a reduction of $20.00 per individual. 
At the same time, one of the “economic experts,’ 
called in to testify, not only advocates this tax 
reduction but at the same time advocates more 
government spending. 


One can but wonder at those legislators who 
have been willing to vote for a reduction in 
taxes which would cost the government over 
four billion dollars a year while, at the same 
time they know that each year finds our budget 
unbalanced and the national debt increasing 
to astronomical proportions. This may be “good 
politics,” designed to win the votes of the un- 
thinking, but it is neither moral, nor is it 
patriotic. 


Walter Lippmann, in his new book, The 
Public Philosophy, writes of the “necessary and 
natural duties of government” and specifies 
these to include order, security and solvency. 
From the nature of their implications the loss 
of any one of these three can imperil the 
other two. 


And yet, beginning twenty-four years ago 
our nation was sold a philosophy of national 
finance and spending which, if renewed, is 
as sure to bring about our ruin as the wanton 
squandering of a spend-thrift insures his ulti- 
mate bankruptcy. | 


We are not speaking of the inevitable in- 
debtedness caused by modern warfare. Nor are 
we objecting to reasonable amounts spent for 
justified foreign aid. But, there has been a 
willingness to blindly spend for spending sake, 
a philosophy which teaches that the wilful and 
prodigal increase of the national debt for the 
sake of placating voters, or “priming the pump,” 
is a justified economic procedure. To this writer 
such a philosophy comes from minds either 
unwilling to admit basic economic laws, or from 
some (and there may be both kinds represented 
here), who would wilfully lead our nation to 
fiscal chaos. 


True statesmanship demands that our citi- 
zens be faced with the facts. The government 
does not make the money it spends—it comes 
from the taxpayers. For those in government 
to manipulate such funds for political purposes, 
or refuse to acquaint the public with the cold 
hard facts of debt and solvency, is tragically 
short-sighted. Social gains are desirable, and 
some in our country were long past due, but 
these are “gains’’ only when based on sound 
economic principles. 


In some quarters the Church has seen fit 
to foster and further certain economic policies. 


Never, as far as we know, has a responsible 


Church court warned the government against 
the moral and spiritual implications of an 
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ever-increasing national debt. If such a warn- 
ing is “out of place,” then the economic policies 
which have been advocated in some Church 
circles are even more uncalled for. 


The recent increase in salaries for the mem- 
bers of congress and the judiciary are, we be- 
lieve, long over due. We, as Christians, could 
well express our approval of these measures 
while, at the same time, telling our elected 
representatives in Washington that the time has 
come when we should balance the budget and 
Start paying off our national indebtedness. 


This we believe to be both basically Christian 
and also sound economics. —L.N. B. 


The Use of Pictures of 
Jesus for Worship 


Several years ago in these columns, the writer 
asked: Is the use of pictures of Jesus in worship 
Presbyterian? The editorial received favorable 
comment, particularly from missionaries who had 
seen the evils of the use of pictures and statues in 
sundry religions. A really able article by our dis- 
inguished Korean missionary, Dr. J. V. N. Tal- 
madge, was called forth. Dr. Talmadge pointed 
out that he could use a score of pictures of Biblical 
events, showing Jesus doing this and that which 
the Gospels record Him as doing. But he would 
not use a single picture of the face of Jesus, for 
in that case, such a wholly imaginary picture would 
become fixed in the minds of the believers as though 
it were a real likeness of Jesus. Then it would 
evoke to that picture religious emotions that should 
be directed only to our crucified and risen Lord 
and from this fictitious picture blessings would be 
sought that can come only from the living Christ 
reigning at the right hand of God. 


At this time, we again invite the fathers and 
brethren of the Church, yes and the elect ladies 
thereof, to reconsider this matter. And that for 
the following reasons: 


First, the Second Commandment. Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any likeness . . . thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them nor serve (worship) 
them. And our Lord Jesus says, If ye love ME, 
ve will keep my commandments. Again, He warns 
us not to break or teach others to break even the 
least of His commandments. 


Secondly, our Church’s official interpretation of 
this Commandment as given in the Larger Cate- 
chism. Answer 109 states that the second com- 
mandment forbids, ‘the making of any representa- 
tion of God, or all, or of any of the three Persons, 
either inwardly in our mind, or outwardly in 
any kind of image or likeness of any creature what- 
soever; all worshipping of it, or God in it by it.” 
A purely imaginary picture of Jesus with the text, 
“IT am with You Always” written across it, comes 
very near being an effort to represent the Second 
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Person of the Godhead. For, whatever may be 
held in Lutheran theology, the Reformed faith in- 
sists that only the Divine Person, not the human 
nature, can be everywhere present at the same time. 


Thirdly, the early Church art as set forth in 
such histories as those by Schaff and Liezmann. 
This art was limited to what was merely deco- 
rative, symbolic, or didactic. Christ might be sym- 
bolized by a fish, an anchor, or an everyday shep- 
herd carrying a lamb. In the last case, the picture 
was not an effort to portray the features of Jesus, 
but to say that as this shepherd carries his lamb, 
even so the Good Shepherd carries the lamb we 
have buried here, in His bosom. There were pic- 
tures of Biblical events such as Daniel in the Lion’s 
Den or Jesus healing the man lowered through the 
roof. But the purpose here was to teach the event. 
Every effort to represent the features of Jesus was 
absent because of the Second Commandment, and 
also because there was a difference of opinion as 
to whether His visage was marred more than any 
man in His whole life, or only in his crucifixion. 


Fourthly, the doctrine of the Reformed Re- 
formation. In distinction from our dear Lutheran 
brethren, our Reformed Reformation numbered 
the commandments differently so as to bring out 
the full meaning of what we denominate the Second 
Commandment. As a result, pictures and statues 
and crucifixes were removed from the old sanctu- 
aries when they became Reformed Churches. When 
the lines were drawn distinguishing the Reformed 
from the Lutheran Reformation in Upper Hesse 
in 1607 the first two Reformed points were: The 
Commandments (especially the second) and the 
abolition of pictures. In the abbreviated form of 
the ‘Ten Commandments taught in Luther’s Child 
Catechism the commandment we number second is 
gone. It is treated as part of the first and dropped 
in the abbreviation. Of course, it appears in the 
full text of the Ten Commandments published in 
the same book. 


Fifthly, the New Testament does not set forth 
that Christ is to dwell in us by a picture carried 
in a wallet, nor shown on a screen at the end of 
an appeal for dedication. The Epistle to the 
Ephesians prays that Christ may dwell in our 
hearts by faith, and Colossians exhorts us to let 


the Word of Christ dwell in us richly. 


_Sixthly, the worship-center that the living God 

has Himself established. Neither in the Old nor 
in the New Covenants has God set up a picture 
as the center of true worship. In the Old, the 
center was the ark hidden behind the curtain in 
the Holy of Holies. In the New, the center is 
the Lamb standing in the midst of the Throne 
as it had been sacrificed, the High Priest ever 
living to intercede for us. This center is in heaven, 
in the Tabernacle that God pitched, not man. 


Anyone who sets up another worship-center is 
challenging the sufficiency of the One God has 
established, and in so far as the other is success- 
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ful, it detracts from the One God has ordained. 
If the eye of faith focuses on a picture or statue 
or crucifix amid candles at the focal center of a 
sanctuary, by that very fact the eye of faith is 
so far deflected from focusing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, living, interceding on the basis of His 
completed work, speaking through His own Word, 
reigning by His Spirit. There is power, coming 
ever from the worship-center God has established— 
His people. There is no power that really comes 
from a picture. And that this is a danger for Prot- 
estant people is shown in a letter which a fine 
Pastor in West Virginia has written of two cases 
where Protestant people prayed to pictures for grace 
and for healing to come from these pictures. 


Seventh, the fact that many of these pictures 
are perpetuating the now outmoded image of the 
“liberal” Jesus. At a Seminar in McCormick Theo- 
logical Seminary last summer, Dr. Daniel Jenkins 
of the University of Chicago pointed out that the 
conception of the “liberal” Jesus advocated by such 
men as Dr. Fosdick was now outmoded, and was 
preserved in these “Icons of the liberal Jesus,”’ such 


as Sallman’s head of Christ—WCR. 


The Power of Resurrection 


Some sixteen years ago the Easter Message 
in The Presbyterian Tribune bore the title 
“Risen with Christ.” That article denied the 
historicity and the objectivity of the Resurrec- 
tion of Christ. It made this only a subjective, 
inner, experience of a few people who felt the 


presence of Jesus. This is described as turning 


from physical-mindedness to spiritual-minded- 
ness in which they, with Sir Oliver Lodge and 
R. W. Emerson, realize the value of the immor- 
tality of the soul. By this subjective experience 
with Jesus one grows surer of the immortality 
of the soul. 


A year or two earlier, an American theologian 
called for The Recovery of Ideals and offered 
as a continuing creed a transmutation of the 
mighty acts of God in Christ into general truths, 
thus: 


I believe in a continuing incarnation—symbol 
of the eternal union of God with man... 


I believe in a continuing cross—symbol of 
the eternal union of love with suffering .. . 


I believe in a continuing resurrection—sym- 
bol of the eternal union of tragedy with 
triumph. 


Over against these forms of Platonism, the 
New Testament affirms the mighty act of God 
in raising Jesus our Lord from the dead, at- 
tested by those who saw, heard, and handled 
Him after His resurrection. Even prior to His 
death, Jesus told the Sadducees the reason they 
rejected the doctrine of the resurrection of the 
body was that they knew not the Scripture or 
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the power of God. Out of His own Resurrec- 
tion, our Lord affirmed: “All power is given 
unto Me in heaven and on earth.” At Pente- 
cost, the disciples testified to the mighty works 
of God, particularly His act in raising Jesus 
from the dead and placing Him at His own 
right hand. When they experienced the second 
filling with the Spirit, with great power gave 
the apostles witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon all. 


The Apostle Paul, in particular, turns to 
the Resurrection as the manifestation of God’s 
power and glory. In a powerful manner Christ 
was declared to be the Son of God by the resur- 
rection from the dead, Rom.1:4. Abraham, the 
father of the faithful, was fully persuaded that 
God was able to perform what He had prom- 
ised, namely, to make alive the physically dead 
‘bodies of old Abraham and his old wife so 
that they might have a son, Isaac—to exercise 
the same power which God used to call things 
that were not things that are, Rom.4:17-25. The 
exceeding greatness of His power to usward 
who believe is seen in the energy of the might 
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of His strength which He wrought in raising 
Christ from the dead, Eph. 1:19-20. The 
Apostle’s aim in life is to know “Jesus Christ 
my Lord’ AND THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION, 
Phil. 3:8,10. We are risen with Him through 
faith in the operation or energy of God Who 
raised Him from the dead, Col.2:12, cf Rom.8:11. 
This human nature of flesh and blood must 
be changed, either by being raised from the 
dead or by the instantaneous act of His power 
at His Coming changing the corruptible into 
incorruption and so swallowing up death in 
victory, I Cor.15:50-54. Likewise the resurrec- 
tion from the dead is by the glory of the Father, 
Rom.6:4; even as Abraham believed in God’s 
resurrection power “giving glory to God.” 
Rom.4: 20. 


Brethren, let us come to the resurrection with 
the eyes of Christian faith and magnify therein 
the power and the glory of God. I am happy 
that our Pastor calls us to worship the risen, 
living, reigning Christ, our Saviour and our 
Lord. As He does, I understand that he is 
affirming the resurrection as a mighty act of 
God and looking to the living Christ reigning 
at the right hand of God for resurrection power 
to work in me, in our congregation, in his 
preaching — that this house of God may be 
the Church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth. —W.C. R. 


BAPTISM 
Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Baptism is a doctrine on which there are 
obvious disagreements among Christians: — the 
meaning of baptism is disputed, the subjects 
to be baptized are not agreed upon, the method 


of performing baptism is different, and, if we — 


consider some of the smaller eddies of Christian 
thought, it is even denied that Christ command- 
ed baptism. 


Although the difference between the Bap- 
tists and the other Christian denominations 
is commonly supposed to be their peculiar in- 
sistence on immersion, the root of the matter 
goes deeper into the significance or meaning 
of the rite. The Baptists hold that baptism 
symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection 
of the believer with Christ. They quote Rom. 
6:3,4: “. . were baptized into his death— 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death.” But for Presbyterians and other 
Christians, while this of course is true, it is not 
the whole story. That is to say, connection with 
the death of Christ does not exhaust the sig- 
nificance of baptism. Gal. 3:27 speaks of being 
baptized into Christ, without particularizing 
his death; and most obviously of all, the ref- 
erence in the command to baptize is not limited 
to Christ alone, much less his death, but the 
command is to baptize into the name of the 
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Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Naturally, if a theory omits two thirds or more 
of the relevant material, a number of errors can 
be expected. 


Baptism can be maintained as exclusively a 
symbol of burial with Christ only by ignoring 
most of what the New Testament says about 
its significance. In John 3:22-25 the practice 
of baptism by John’s disciples and by Jesus’ 
disciples gives rise to a discussion on _ purifica- 
tion. The baptism of cups and pots in Mark 
7:4, following the washing of hands in the 
preceding verse, shows that baptism is a wash- 
ing or purification. Hebrews 9:10 speaks of 
divers baptisms and in verses 13, 19, and 21 
shows that these baptisms are sprinklings for 
purification. Similarly the blood of Christ, 
which he shed at his death, purges our con- 
sciences. from dead works. Acts 22:16 says, “Be 
baptized and wash away thy sins.” From verses 
like these we conclude that baptism is not a 
symbol of burial with Christ but of cleansing 
from sin. If burial were to be symbolized, in- 
stead of using water it would have been more 
appropriate to dig a grave and use earth. Water 
fits in with washing. 


The second question concerns the persons 
who are to be baptized. Baptists baptize adults 
only; the other churches baptize infants also. 
Some of our good Baptist friends (and we are 
by no means questioning their devotion to our 
Lord) may maintain that an explicit authoriza- 
tion of infant baptism would be the only justi- 
fication for the common Christian procedure. 
But if all the details of a rite had to be ex- 
plicitly authorized in the New Testament, then 
it would follow that women ought not to be 
admitted to the Lord’s Supper. But not every- 
thing is explicitly set down in Scripture. God 
has given us the divine gift of logical reasoning, 
so that as the very first chapter of the Confession 
says, (section six) certain things may be de- 
duced from Scripture by good and necessary 
consequence. 


Part of the material from which infant bap- 
tism is deduced was referred to in the chapters 
on the Covenant and on the Church. First, 
the Covenant has always included the children 
of believers. Cf. Gen. 9:1,9,13; Gen. 12:2,3 and 
17:7; Ex. 20:5; Deut. 29:10,11; and Acts 2:38,39. 
And it hardly needs pointing out that the sign 
of the covenant was administered to male in- 
fants in the Old Testament. Now, second, the 
Old Testament church and the New Testament 
church are the same church. Not only was the 
gospel preached to Abraham so that those in 
Christ are Abraham’s seed (Gal. 3:8,29), but 
Romans 11:18-24 teaches that the Jewish branch 
was cut off from the tree that a Gentile branch 
could be grafted into this same tree, and that 
the Jewish branch will again be grafted back 
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into the same tree. Note that it is all one tree 
from one root. The Jews will be restored, not 
to a new and different church, but to their 
own olive tree into which the Gentiles have 
been grafted. (Cf. Eph. 2:11-22). Accordingly, 
if children received the sign of the Covenant 
in the time of Abraham, far from requiring an 
explicit authorization to continue their inclu- 
sion in the Church, it would require an explicit 
authorization in the New Testament to deny 
them the privilege now. 

This line of reasoning is more than com- 
pleted by pointing that, as the Lord’s Sup- 
per replaces the Passover, so baptism has been 
substituted for circumcision. Col. 2:11,12 indi- 
cates that baptism is the circumcision of Christ. 


After so much heavy argument, the disagree- 
ment as to the mode of baptism will have to 
be dismissed with a bit of humor that I trust 
no one will think misplaced. In I Cor. 10:1,2 
the Israelites are said to have been baptized in 
the cloud and in the sea; and in I Peter 3:20 
the flood is said to represent baptism; but 
while the Israelites and Noah may. have been 
sprinkled, it was the others that were immersed. 


ANGLERS 
(By the Editor of The Testament 


for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 99 


“THE MOUNTAIN” (Mark 11:23) 
(Continued from Lesson No. 98) 

He came to the desk where I sat, and this 
conversation followed. “Frank, I’m under a 
definite conviction that if you do not surrender 
your heart to Christ now you will never do it: 
I’ve been trying to tell you for a month or 
more, but can never seem to find you alone; 
I’m sure that God’s Spirit is in this and we 
can’t afford to avoid it; that’s why I was bold 
to call you away from the store, so I could 
talk to you privately about it.” “I thank you, 
sir, for your interest,” he said, “but what you 
are asking me to do is simply impossible; I 
can’t explain it to you.” “No,” I said, “I don’t 
want you to explain; I have no right to know 
your private affairs, but you must know you’ve 
got to do something about it.” He said, “You 
don’t know how many people have tried to 
persuade me to be a Christian.” “Yes, I do know, 
Frank, about some of them. You couldn’t have 
the father you have without wanting down in 
your heart to be a Christian; you couldn’t hear 
the sermons you listen to every Sunday morn- 
ing without wanting to be a Christian; Frank, 
you couldn’t have the mother you had without 
wanting to be a Christian.’ And when I men- 
tioned his mother, he shook from head to foot. 
Then I said, “Frank, there’s something between 
you-and God that is keeping you apart from 
Him. I don’t know what it is and don’t need 
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to know, but it’s a mountain, a mountain so 
wide and high that you can’t budge it the 
fraction of an inch; but Frank, God can move 
it. Go on back to the store, the three minutes 
are up, but I’m going to pray that you will get 
on your knees before you sleep tonight and ask 
God to move that mountain, so He and you 
can get together. He says if you pray in faith 
mountains can be removed, and the mountain 
of sin can only be moved by Him.” He turned, 
without a word and went out, and I sat there 
for sometime just wondering and praying. That 
was on Thursday. The next Sunday morning 
Frank sat in his father’s pew as usual. I sat 
where I could see him without turning, and 
I scrutinized him closely to see if I could detect 
any change in him; but he sat there, clean and 
well groomed as always on Sunday mornings, 
and I could detect nothing that might indicate 
a change in his attitude. His pastor always 
preached an evangelistic sermon, but he never 
gave “the invitation” in the Sunday morning 
service. However, when he announced the clos- 
ing hymn and the congregation started to sing: 
on the first verse, the first line, Frank arose, 
stepped out in the aisle and started down toward 
the pulpit. The pastor saw him coming and 
stepped out of the pulpit to meet him and 
grasp his hand. Every one in the congregation 
knew that Frank had surrendered his heart to 
God. I cannot describe my own feelings, but 
I knew that others had had a hand in that 
transaction. That devoted father was in there; 
that faithful pastor was in it; and O that sainted 
mother! she was in there, too. But the Lord 
had given me the privilege of gathering the 
ripening fruit. I did not know all that had 
taken place until afterwards when Frank told 
me. He had been leading a double life. He 
was honest, industrious and a good business 
man during the daylight hours, but at night 
he was a different person. He had an unholy 
alliance in his life, and he knew he did not 
have the moral strength to overcome it. That 
is why he had spoken with such finality that 
Thursday morning in my office. It was truly 
impossible. But that night before he got in 
bed he dropped on his knees and prayed, “O 
God, I do want to be a Christian. I want to 
be the saved man my mother longed for me 
to be. I want to be the man that Jesus Christ 
died that I might be; but, O God! the moun- 
tain! the MOUNTAIN! God have mercy and 
TAKE IT AWAY!” And God took it away— 
then and there. I moved away from that city, 
but some years afterward I was back there for 
a week end. Frank had been made an officer 
in the church and was teaching a class of young 
men in the Sunday school. He was showing 
them how they could be men with red blood 
in their veins—and CLEAN in the power of 
Jesus Christ. 
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“God Has a Purpose 
in Affliction” 


A Sermon from Philippians 1 


By REV. KENNEDY SMARTT 
Scottdale, Ga. 


Have you ever been cast into prison because 
you're a Christian? Have you been scourged or 
stoned? Probably not; not in this great Christian 
land of ours. But God has a purpose in the 
suffering of His saints, and it is often accom- 
plished through affliction, sickness, or sorrow. 


When Paul was in prison in Rome, some of 
the young converts thought that perhaps God 
had let him down. Paul wrote to the Philip- 
pians and explained the purposes which God 
was accomplishing through his imprisonment. 
The Holy Spirit has recorded this message in 
His Word. 


The Gospel Testimony Furthered 


First we are told that the Gospel testimony 
was furthered. “... The things which happened 
unto me have fallen out rather unto the fur- 
therance of the gospel.” (verse 12) Paul’s im- 
prisonment gave him opportunity to witness to 
the palace guards, and a number of these, hav- 
ing been converted, then planted the seed of 
the Gospel in the very chambers of Caesar. 


When Adoniram Judson, God’s great mis- 
sionary to Burma, was cast into prison and held 
for long periods of time while both he and 
his family suffered untold hardships, he suc- 
ceeded in translating the Scriptures into the 
native Burmese language, and that feat stands 
today as one of the great missionary accom- 
plishments of all time. 


I know a very dear Christian saint, sorely 
afflicted with arthritis, whose life is a benedic- 
tion to her community. Her patience in suf- 
fering are worth countless sermons. Many others 
have been inspired by her to do more with 
the strength God has given them. In verse 14 
we learn that the suffering Paul was experienc- 
ing encouraged others to be more bold. ‘And 
many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing con- 
fident by my bonds, are much more bold to 
speak the word without fear.” 


Christ is to be Magnified 


Secondly we learn that Christ is magnified 
in the body of a suffering saint. At least this 


was the desire of Paul. ‘. . . So now also Christ 


shall be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life or by death.” (verse 20) No one would 
deny that this was true of the Apostle Paul. 
He daily counted himself to be crucified with 


Christ, and the life he lived in the flesh he 
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lived in the strength of Christ. He counted 
his own life as refuse in order to win Christ, 
in order that Christ be magnified in his mortal 
flesh. 


When George Wishart, a devout and faithful 
minister of the Gospel was cruelly seized and 
falsely charged, then burned at the stake in 
Scotland in 1546, the Gospel witness actually 
had won a great victory. The effect of his for- 
giving prayer even as the flames licked out his 
life, and his faithfulness unto the end, reached 
souls for Christ that had never listened to him 
preach. This was by far his most significant 
contribution toward winning Scotland for 
Christ. Christ had been magnified. 


To Live is Christ, To Die is Gain 


And thirdly we are told that “To live 1s 
Christ, and to die is gain.” (verse 21) ‘This was 
the testimony of Paul. He had come to realize 
it through the things he had suffered. ‘The Holy 
Spirit had revealed it to him for his comfort. 


We today put so much stress on this life the 
glorious promises of Christ concerning eternal 
life often seem unreal. But like Paul of old, 
the soul who must go through the deep waters 
of affliction here, often knows the joy of setting 
his affection on things above. Instead of seeking 
satisfaction from the elusive pleasures of this 
world, he desires to magnify Christ in life, and 
to inherit the crown that Christ has reserved 
just beyond Jordan’s banks. Dying in Christ 
is not defeat. It is a victory so glorious as to 
have no possible earthly comparison, save in the 
victory of the resurrection itself. 


The trial of our faith is precious to God. It 
has a very important place in His purpose. 
Through it He desires to reach some with His 
message that would not otherwise be reached. 
He desires that His Son be magnified through 
our bodies. He desires that we all come to realize 
that death is not defeat, not loss, but glorious 
victory and gain. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR MARCH 27 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Christian And The Social Order 


Background Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16; 
Luke 10:29-37; Romans 13; Ephesians 
4:17-32; I Peter 4:12-19. 


Devotional Reading: Romans 12:9-21. 


The Message of our Devotional Reading might be summed up in the opening and closing 
verses: ‘Let love be without dissimulation (hypocrisy). Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that 


which is good” (verse 9). “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” The Christian 
has to live in a social order which is saturated with hatred and evil of every kind. How is the 
Christian to conduct himself? The answer is found here in Romans 12. He is to live a life of love; 


he is to abhor evil; he is to overcome evil with 
good. In the succeeding selections we are told 
more of the details of such conduct. This pas- 
sage from Romans reminds us of parts of the 
Sermon on the Mount. We cannot gain the 
victory over sin and evil by using the devil’s 
weapons; we must overcome with good; by the 
love which is in our hearts and manifests itself 
in our daily attitude towards those with whom 


we live. 
I. Matthew 5:13-16: Salt and Light. 


Salt and Light are both very important; the 
world could hardly do without either one. What 
these mean to the physical and material world, 
the Christian means to the Social Order. Just 
as salt prevents decay and gives flavor to food, 
so the Christian prevents the world from being 
altogether infected and overcome by moral and 
spiritual corruption. “Salt is something that 
potatoes don’t taste good without,” is a good 
definition. The Christian adds flavor to life. 
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We can easily see what the Social Order is 
like without the Christian by visiting some 
heathen land. Light enables us to see. It would 
be terrible to live in a world without light, 
if indeed life would be possible. A large part 
of the world is in “gross darkness” today, even 
as in the time when Jesus came. The Christian 
is to “light up the world for Jesus.” 


Both salt and light are useless if they fail 
to fulfill their mission. If the salt has lost its 
saltiness, or if the light is obscured, then they 
have no effect upon the Social Order. ‘The Chris- 


_ tian must be a REAL Christian, not a mere 


imitation, if he is to bless his fellow-men. The 
Christian who has lost his saltness, who hides 
his light under a bushel, is of no use, and may 
be a hindrance and a stumbling-block. We have 
a glorious mission, however, if we will be like 
these two important things. What a warning, 
and also what a challenge, is in these words! 
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WANTED: 


Grade School and High School teachers who are 
consecrated Christians and would like to teach 
in a Christian School. Also young ladies who 
are graduating from college this spring who 
would be interested in teaching in a Christian 
School. Also, a young man to direct Youth 


including gym classes, sports, and games, as 
well as Christian activities. Write Rev. W. E. 
Hill, West End Christian School, 1600 Atlantic 
Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 


Program in the Church and in Christian <a 


Competitive 
Scholarships 
Available | 


i 

Write: 
Dean Price. H. Gwynn, Jr. 


Flora Macdonald 


*Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


| Church Furniture - Stoles 

| Embroideries - Vestments 

| Hangings - Communion 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 4 
82! -23 ARCH STREET PHILADELPHIA 7 PA 


II. Luke 10:29-37: The Good Samaritan. 


This parable was spoken in answer to the 
lawyer who came to Jesus with the question, 
Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 
He gave a correct summary of the law: Love 
to God, and Love to our neighbor. Jesus said 
to him, This do, and thou shalt live. But he, 
- willing to justify himself, said, And who is my 
neighbor? 


Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan. 
I heard a very fine address on this parable once. 
The speaker said that there were three Philoso- 
phies of life revealed here: (1) The Way of 
the Thieves; What you have is mine, if I can 
get it. (2) The Way of the Priest and Levite; 
What is mine, is mine, and I will keep 
it. (3) The Way of the Samaritan: What is 
mine, is yours, if you need it. These three 
philosophies still persist in our Social Order. 
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There are the Robbers, both Nations and In- 
dividuals, who live by preying upon their fel- 
low-men. There are the Selfish and Self-cen- 
tered, indifferent to the needs of others. ‘Then 
there are those who spend their lives in helping 
others. To which class do we belong? Certainly, 
all Christians should be numbered in the last 
group. Jesus made the lawyer answer his own 
question, but it is doubtful whether he was 
ready to follow His command, Go and do thou 
likewise. 


This command comes to each of us. There 
are those who need our help. They are our 
“neighbors,” no matter who they are, where 
they live, what race they belong to, what they 
have done, or their status in the social order. 
Let us not forget the deeper meaning for us 
in this picture. There are those who have been 
despoiled by Satan and sin, who, like the man 
by the roadside, are wounded and left helpless 
and undone; Let us never overlook the “least, 
the last, and the lost.” We are to bring them 
to the Great Physician. Also, in this parable we 
can see a picture of our Savior, the Great and 
Good Samaritan, Who found us, weak, and 
helpless, and ready to die, and had compassion 
on us, and saved us in our time of need. A 
good commentary on this parable is to be found 
in Matthew 25:31-46: “Inasmuch as ye did it 
to one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” 


III. Romans 13: “Subjection; Love; Light. 


Our duties as Christian citizens might be 
summarized in these three words: Subjection, 
Love, Light. 


The Christian Citizen must be a _ Loyal 
Citizen,-submitting to the laws of the country 
in which he lives, and supporting the govern- 
ment by paying his taxes, and giving proper 
reverence to those who are in authority. This 
word of Paul’s has helped to make Christians 
the best citizens of any country. It was charged 
by their critics and persecutors that the doc- 
trines proclaimed by the Christians were calcu- 
lated to injure and even overthrow the Roman 
Government, and for some time there was bitter 
persecution, but later the real attitude of Chris- 
tians toward civil authorities became _ better 
known, and these rulers recognized the fact that 
Christians were assets rather than liabilities. | 
Even today, however, especially in Communist 
countries, there is opposition and even persecu- 
tion. 


The Christian must live by the Law of Love. 
If he does, then he will automatically fulfill 
all the Laws of the Land in which he dwells. 
He that loveth another (his neighbor) hath 
fulfilled the Law. 
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The Christian must walk Honestly, as in the 
day. He must put on the armor of Light. The 
Christian has nothing to hide. He lives in the 
daylight, and his life is always open to inves- 
tigation. In these days it is a good thing to 
have a record that bears inspection. If we “Put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ’”’ we need never fear 
an investigating committee. No Christian is 
ever found among the “spies” and “‘subversives.”’ 


IV. Ephesians 4:17-32: A New and Different Life. 

This is one of the most important and im- 
pressive selections which we have for our study. 
If these injunctions were followed by all Chris- 
tians the effect upon our Social Order would 
be revolutionary. The trouble is that Christians 
so often feel that they are to “live like the 
world”; not be “peculiar,” or “different,” and 
they compromise their witness for Christ. If all 
Christians would “come out from among them 
and be separate, and touch not the unclean 
thing,” then their influence would be far more 
powerful. May we prayerfully and earnestly 
study these verses! ‘““This I say and testify in 
the Lord.” 


1. “That ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk.”” What sort of “walk” did these 
other Gentiles have? “Vanity of mind,” “empty 
minds.” Is not this a vivid picture of the “silly” 
and foolish ways of the world? “Understanding 
darkened”; the sunshine has been shut out. 
‘“Alienated from the life of God through igno- 
rance.” This would apply in many cases. There 
is much of this ignorance among the “Intelli- 
gentsia.”” They become so hardened in sin that 
they are “past feeling.” This is indeed a pitiful 
condition. “Greediness’” in sin and_ unclean- 
ness.” What an awful picture of the Social 
Order of Paul’s day! What an up-to-date pic- 
ture of the Social Order of our day! 


“Ye have not so learned Christ’; what a re- 
buke! These things are to be “put off’ like 
we would cast away filthy garments. These are 
garments “spotted with sin.” He now proceeds 
to go into more particulars. 


Put away lying: speak the truth: we are mem- 
bers one of another. There is no sin that more 
thoroughly breaks up the Social Order than the 
sin of Lying: gossip; tale-bearing; false witness, 
etc. Be angry, and sin not. There is such a thing 
as “righteous indignation,” but we must watch, 
or there will be sin mixed up with our anger. 
It is easy for the devil to slip in, and we must 
not “give place to the devil.” Verse 28 is a fine 
recipe for curing social and economic evils. 
Notice the three parts: (1) Be Honest; Let him 
that stole, steal no more.” (2) Be Industrious; 
work with our hands, our minds, our hearts. 
(3) Be Generous; “have to give.’’ Suppose these 
three rules were observed! In verse 30 Paul gives 
a solemn note of warning: “Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God.”’ How does the Indwelling Spirit 
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feel when we gather together in our Social Life? 
Is He grieved, as He looks upon us? Verses 
31-32 summarize all this in a beautiful way. 


V. I Peter 4:12-19: Suffering as a Christian. 


The social order is not always sympathetic 
with the Christian and his ideals; it is often 
hostile and hateful. Those out in the world 
resent us and oy attitude towards life. The 
early Christians’ were called “Haters of Man- 
kind” because they refused to indulge in the 
orgies of sin so common among the Gentiles. 
The Puritans of England were ridiculed and 
persecuted. ‘Those who try to keep themselves 
“unspotted from the world” are laughed at to- 
day, and called “fanatics.” I am afraid that 
we have few men in public life who have the 
courage to do as Bryan did; turn down his 
glass at many social functions in Washington. 


Peter knew what it meant to “suffer as a 
Christian.”” These words may have two mean- 
ings: (1) ‘To suffer because you are a Chris- 
tian, and (2) To suffer like a Christian should 
suffer; counting it a privilege to suffer for the 
sake of Christ, Who suffered for us. Are we 
Christians too “soft” to stand persecution and 
suffering today? We often hear the phrase, “It 
could happen here.” Are we ready, if it should 
come? 


Any Three of the Books Listed Below 
Sent Postpaid for $5.00 
SUPPLY LIMITED — ORDER NOW 

The Reformed Doctrine 

of Predestination ...-$4.50 
By Loraine Boettner 

and Liberalism $2.50 

By J. Gresham Machen 

The Presbyterian Conflict $1.50 
By Edwin H. Rian 

Edward O. Guerrant __.... $1.00 
By J. Gray McAllister and 

Grace Owings Guerrant 

Our Lord $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 

Who Say Ye That I Am $2.50 

Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 

Christ the Bread of Life $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 

Christ—The Hope of Glory $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 

Order From 
THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carolina 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 27 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Lefs Get Started 


Hymn: “God, That Madest Earth And 


Heaven” 

Prayer 

Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me, That I May 
Speak” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Take My Life, And Let It Be 
Consecrated”’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(There are two areas for discussion in this 
program, the area of individual service and the 
area of group service. Choose the persons to 
lead the discussion with great care. Try to get 
leaders who will seriously consider the possi- 
bilities of service and who will encourage the 
young people to adopt some specific projects 
for themselves and for the group. Ask these 
leaders to give some earnest thought to your 
particular situation, so that they will omit sug- 
gestions printed in this program material which 
are not appropriate and will bring in some 
ideas of their own which are not included here.) 


It is easy to talk about service, but it is quite 
a bit more difficult to become engaged in actual 
serving. In short, it is easier to talk than to do. 
The whole point of our theme for this year 
is that we show our love for Christ, not so 
much in our professions of love, but in our 
deeds which prove that our love is sincere. It 
is good to love in word, but the genuineness 
of it is proved by our deeds of love. This is 
what our Scripture lesson seeks to teach us. 
Following the reading of the Scripture, we shall 
hear some specific suggestions of things we can 
do to prove our love. 


Scripture Lesson: Matthew 25:31-46. 
Suggestions For Individual Service 


1. Young people can contribute much to the 
work and worship of their churches by being 
faithful to attend all the services: Sunday School, 
worship services, youth meetings, prayer meet- 
ings, and any special services which are held in 
the church. 


2. Not only do young people serve when they 
attend the services, but they serve better if 
their attendance is coupled with conscientious 
attention and interest. 


3. One of the most important services any 
person can render is to pray consistently for 
the work of his church: its minister, its officers, 
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its teachers, its organizations, its services, and 
its program. 


4. Individual Christians serve most funda- 
mentally when they bear a personal witness to 
the saving and keeping power of the Gospel 
of Christ. Speak to lost young people about 
their need of Christ and His salvation, and you 
will be proving your love in a real way. 


5. Young people who have musical ability can 
serve the Lord by singing in the choir and by 
playing a musical instrument in any of the 
services of the church. 


6. A service in which all can engage and 
which will be very much appreciated is the 
visiting of the sick and the elderly people of 
your community and congregation. Old people 
are especially happy when young people show 
an interest in them. 


7. Being friendly is a valuable way to serve. 
It is especially helpful when there are young 
people in a church who make it their business 
to show themselves friendly to strangers. 


8. Young people who have any artistic ability 
can make themselves useful to the church by 
preparing signs and posters for special seasons 
and occasions. 


9. Most churches have at least some office 
work to be done, and the help of a careful 
young person will always be welcome in the 
doing of it. It would be a good idea to see if 
there is typing, mimeographing, folding, and 
mailing with which young persons can help. 


Suggestions For Group Service 


1. One of the most rewarding projects any 
group can undertake is to plan and carry out 
a program of youth-to-youth evangelism. If 
witnessing is important for individual Christian 
young people, it is important for Christian 
Youth organizations. 


2. In any church which has an out-post or 
mission there are fine opportunities for the 
young people to help in its work. 


3. Sometimes youth groups can conduct wor- 
ship services in hospitals, homes for the aged, 
and in prisons. The minister should be con- 
sulted about these possibilities. 


4. If the hospitals and hotels in a community 
do not have Bibles in the rooms, it is a good 
project for a youth group to provide them. Good 
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Bibles may be obtained from the American Bible 
Society at a very reasonable cost. 


5. A number of youth groups have rendered 
very valuable service to their churches and com- 
munities by conducting a religious census. 


6. A most enjoyable and much appreciated 
activity for a group is to write a letter from 
the group to the young people who are away 
from home: in college, at work, or in the armed 
forces. 


7. It can be a real fun project for the young 
people to help with the care of the church 
property. The Deacons would probably be only 
too happy to line up some cleaning, painting, 
repairing, planting, or trimming for the young 
people to do. 


8. It has been said that many Presbyterian 


churches do not have a church sign. In churches 
where there is none, the youth group could 
design and make one. 


9. It is very likely that there are materials 
used in the Sunday School which the yout :g 
people could gather and make: simple toys, 
blocks, picture collections, and scrap books. The 


Sunday School superintendent and the teachers. 


of the younger classes would know what is 
needed. 


10. In churches which have libraries the 
young people can help to care for the books 
and with the administration of loans. If there 
is no library, the youth group might take the 
organization of one as a project. 


11. A very worthy group project is to collect 
good used clothing to send overseas or to send 
to home missionaries. 


12. Many of the women’s groups in_ the 
churches “adopt” an orphan from one of the 
Presbyterian orphanages. This means that they 
provide for his clothing and remember him with 
cards, letters, and personal gifts on special occa- 
sions. Would this not be a good project for 
some youth groups? 


13. The Board of World Missions offers def- 
inite objects which groups can “‘adopt” and sup- 
port such as a native evangelist or an out- 


station. More information can be obtained by 


writing to the board. 


14. A group in a rural church can try a “Lord’s 
Acre” project or some variation of it. In this 
plan the group would unite in working on 
some crop or livestock project with the purpose 
of giving the proceeds from it to some phase 
of the work of the church. 


MARCH 16, 1955 


HELPS TO UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READING 


IN DAY BY DAY 
Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sun., March 20, Matthew 5:43-48. 


Look up Leviticus 19:18 and compare it with 
v.43. What is added in v.43 that is not from 
the Old Testament? Is Christ correcting the 
Old Testament or a false interpretation of it? 
How is the love of the Christian to go beyond 
that of the non-Christian (vv.44,46,47) ? Is the 
love of v.44 characteristic of basic human na- 
ture? Is it characteristic of the nature of God 
(vv.45,48) ? “‘Perfect’”’ in v.48 means mature or 
complete. How did Christ exemplify love for 
His enemies? How do I exemplify it? Am I 
content to measure my love by human stan- 
dards (vv.44,46,47) , or am I striving for a love 
like unto the very love of God? 


Mon., March 21, Romans 8:28-39. 


Use verse 28 as the key to this passage. How 
do vv.29-30 substantiate Paul’s statement of 
v.28? Does the phrase “God is for us” in v.3] 
continue the idea of v.28? How do vwv.32-34 
explain how God works for our good? What 
place does Christ have in this (vv.32-34) ? How 
is the question of v.35 answered (vv.36-39) ? 
Consider the things that are listed in vv.35,38,39 
over which it is said we are “more than con- 
querers.”’ How all-inclusive is this list? Is what 
God has done for us in Christ sufficient to 
assure us that if we love God all things will 
work out for our good? Do the promises of 
God in this passage help me to love Him more? - 


Tues., March 22, Isaiah 40:1-8. 


Isaiah has just prophesied that the Jews are 
going to be exiled (39:5-8). Now he sees be- 
yond the exile to the distant future. What 
themes of the New Testament does Isaiah be- 
gin to pick up in these verses? How could 
Christ fulfill this message of comfort and _ for- 
giveness (vv.1-2)? glorious triumph  (vv.3-5) ? 
Verse 3 is used in direct reference to John the 
Baptist (John 1:23). Compare Isaiah 40:1-8 
with Revelation 21:1-4,22-26. How does Rev- 
elation visualize the promises of comfort and 
restoration (Isaiah 40:1-2)? of God’s glory 
among the nations (vv.3-5)? of the certainty 
of God’s prophetic promises (vv.6-8)? What 
do these verses in Isaiah mean to you person- 
ally? Are you aware of the grandeur and sweep 
of the Biblical message? 


Wed., March 23, Hebrews 10:4-10. 


The sacrifice of Christ for sin replaced the 
animal sacrifices of the Old ‘Testament. How 
effective were these animal sacrifices (vv.3-4) ? 
Did they deal adequately with the sin prob- 
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lem (vv.3-4)? How does God regard them 
(vv.5-6) ? To sacrifice an animal for one’s sin 
could be a mere formality. Wherein is Christ’s 
sacrifice superior (vv.7,9)? What has been the 
effect on us of Christ’s willingness to submit 
Himself as a sacrifice for our sins (v.10)? Has 
Christ’s sacrifice dealt adequately with the sin 
problem? (See I John 1:7b) Is it necessary 
for Christ to be sacrificed over and over again 
(v.10)? Do I rely on Christ’s one sacrifice to 
cleanse me from sin? 


Thurs., March 24, II Timothy 2:1-13. 


Paul is writing instructions to a young pas- 
tor—Timothy. In whose strength is Timothy to 
do his work (v.1)? What basic principle of 
Christian leadership does Paul give in v.2? What 
is the meaning of the analogies found in 
vv.3-6? How would they apply especially to a 
Christian minister? How do vv.9-10 point out 
that Paul was practicing what he preached to 
Timothy in vv.3-6? What reason does Paul give 
for his willingness to endure hardship (v.10) ? 
How does he know the Gospel will spread even 
though he is in jail (v.9)? What reward can 
he look forward to if he is faithful to his call- 
ing (vv.11-12)? Am I willing to have the same 
abandon that Paul speaks of to Timothy and 
exemplifies in his own life? 


Fri., March 25, Matthew 19:23-30. 


What incident provoked this_ discussion 
(vv.16-22)? What was the stumbling block of 
the rich young ruler (vv.21-22)? In vv.23-24 
is Christ saying that riches as such, or the love 
of riches, will block one’s way to heaven? Is 
Jesus’ statement of v. 24 to be taken literally 
or does he use exaggeration to get the point 
of v.23 across? Notice the disciples’ reaction 
(v.25). How does Jesus then modify (v.26) the 
statement He made in v.24? What do you think 
motivated Peter’s reply in v.27? Was Jesus’ 
statement of v.30 designed to curb Peter’s de- 


sire for self-glory? If a person does leave every- | 


thing, including riches, for God, will he be 
rich in the next world (vv.28-29)? Which type 
of treasure do I value more highly? 


Sat., March 26, Matthew 6:24-34. 

Verses 25 and 33 hold the central teaching 
of the passage. ‘““Take no thought” means “do 
not be anxious.” What illustrations does Christ 
use to develop the theme of vv.25 and 33? What 
picture does He portray of God? What does this 
picture add to the general theme? Does this 
passage imply that a person does not have to 
work, that God will take care of him anyway. 
(Notice II Thessalonians 3:10) If a person is 
anxious about material things what God is he 
serving (v.24)? (Mammon is the God of 
money.) Do you think the promises of God's 
provision for physical needs (vv.26,30) are for 
those who serve Mammon? How do Christ’s 
teachings in this passage apply to me? 
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Church News 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Statement of Receipts 
Jan. 15 - Feb. 28, 1955 

THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1955 $777,378.00 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
February 28, 1955 29,018.26 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 3.73 
Balance needed for the year 748,359.74 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1955 19,700.00 
Received from Jan. 15th 
through February 28th 769.10 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 3.9 
Balance needed for the year 18,930.90 
MONTREAT 


Montreat, Feb. 25—Trustees of Montreat 
College met here yesterday with Dr. J. Rupert 
McGregor, president, and college faculty and 
staff members. 


Ten trustees were present for the annual 
meeting. A luncheon in Assembly Inn_ was 
served at 1 P. M. for the Trustees and college 
personnel. Introductions and a brief talk by 
Dr. James L. Fowle, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., featured the 
meeting. 


Trustee R. McFerran Crowe, president of 
Belhaven College in Jackson, Miss., spoke to 
the students at morning chapel in Gaither Hall 
at 10 A. M. today. 


CHRISTIAN FAMILY WEEK 
May 1-8 


“Open Your Home to God is the theme for 
Christian Family Week, May 1-8. Homes across 
the country will be doing just that. They are 
anxious to do it, and their churches are helping 
by providing a program, inspiration and re- 
sources for an interpretation of Christian 
Family Life. 


The Presbyterian Church is especially con- 
cerned with this emphasis on family life be- 
cause one of the Forward With Christ goals is 
“Family Worship in Every Home.” 


Christian Family Week can provide an op- 
portunity for the beginning of an ongoing em- 
phasis on family life. It is hoped that every 


church in the Assembly will make a real effort 
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to provide help for its families during this 
week. of special emphasis and will continue to 
guide its families in their Christian living. 


The Department of Adult and Family Edu- 
cation of the Board of Christian Education has 
suggested ways of observing Christian Family 
Week in the February issue of Presbyterian 
Action. 


Richmond, Va. — Plans for the next great 
Men’s Convention for the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., took a major step forward last week. 


The Board of Christian Education in session 
in Richmond approved 1957 as the year and 
Miami, Fla., as the tentative site of the next 
convention. 


The Men’s Division of the Board of Christian 
Education announced that it would set its goal 
for 12,000 attendance. The 1954 New Orleans 
Convention had over 8,000 registered visitors 
and more than 10,000 attending the climactic 
session. 


Stated Clerks Association Meet 
at Montreat Aug. 9-10 


The Stated Clerks’ Association will meet in 
Montreat August 9-10th and not August 16-17th 
as listed in the Montreat Conference Bulletin. 
This date was fixed by the clerks voting through 
the mail, 44 voting for August 9th-10th, and 20 
voting for no change to be made, 4 for either 
date. It is suggested that clerks make reservation 
now for this important meeting. 


Turney B. Roddy, President. 


A “New” Congo Missionary 


Jonathan Mark Cameron, weighing 7 I\bs., 
6 ounces, the son of Rev. and Mrs. Howard 
Duncan Cameron (of Eastman, Ga., and 
Etowah, Tenn.) made his entrance into this 
world of privilege and service (and hardship 
if necessary) at the pach Cavell Hospital, 
Brussells, Belgium, February 28, 1955. His par- 
ents are under appointment to the Congo field, 
now students in Brussells in preparation for 
their task in Africa. Congratulations to all 
three! 


Last Rites For Dr. LeRoy Gresham 


Pastor of the Salem (Va.) Presbyterian 
Church for 37 years up to the time of his re- 
tirement in 1946, Dr. LeRoy Gresham, 83, died 
after a brief illness. Interment was in Sher- 
wood Park, Salem, the services being conducted 
by Dr. E. D. Vaughan, present pastor of the 
Salem church. 
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Montreat — Students from Davidson and 
Lees-McRae colleges joined in a week-end of 
social activity with Montreat College students 
Feb. 26-27. 


More than 40 male students were present 
as guests of Montreat and participated in a 
picnic supper, attending church with their dates 
and a farewell dinner on Sunday afternoon. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rev. J. R. Woodson, one of our missionaries 
to Brazil, from Patrocinio to Calixa Postal 8, 
Uruana, E. de Goyas, Brazil. 


MEMORIAL TO BAKER W. FARRAR 


On February 10th, God in Providence did 
call to his Eternal Home, Ruling Elder Baker 
W. Farrar, faithful member and officer of the 
Summerville Presbyterian Church, Summerville, 
Georgia. 


Mr. Farrar has been a member since 1919, 
and an Elder since 1922, and for the past 
twelve years, Clerk of Session. He has also 
served as Superintendent of the Sunday School, 
a trustee and a teacher of Christian Truth. 


We his colleagues in the Session do hereby 
record our gratitude to God for his years of 
faithful service, our deep sense of loss in his 
passing, and our sincere sympathy for his family 
on their bereavement. 


By order of the Session, Feb. 21, 1955. 


BOOKS 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREACHING FOR TopAy. Andrew 
W. Blackwood. Abingdon Press, Nashville, 
‘Tennessee. $3.00. 


Dr. Blackwood taught homiletics at Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary for twenty years. 
Since retiring from that institution he has been- 
serving as professor of Bible and preaching at 
the School of Theology, Temple University, 
Philadelphia. At the age when many men would 
like to fold their hands, Dr. Blackwood con- 
tinues his workshop. This volume is the latest 
production from it. 


Part I of this volume deals with PREACH- 
ING STRATEGY: THE INTEREST OF THE 
MAN OUTSIDE, THE NEEDS OF A NOM- 
INAL MEMBER, THE DESIRES OF YOUNG 
PEOPLE, THE DEMANDS OF SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS, THE PROGRAM FOR WEEKS 
TO COME. Part II has to do with SERMON 
TACTICS: THE WAYS OF BIOGRAPHICAL 
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